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Electioneering at the Local Level 
 
 The traditional conception of “civic engagement “was stretched in the 
2008 election process. Through robust social media interaction more 
mobilization, participation, fund raising and a wealth of communication 
endeavors prospered in what is now considered an historic election of 
significance in the United States, if not too in world communities.  
 
 Electioneering at the local level also had significance and as outlined in 
this project was Pierce County, Washington.  Pierce County in 2006 adopted 
through the county’s Charter Amendment process what is known as Rank 
Choice Voting, or Instant Runoff Voting. In this 2008 election, Pierce 
County’s Rank Choice Voting ballot was, by far, the largest implementation 
of this type voting process in a partisan election in the U.S.. Historically, 
because of controversial elections not being determined by a candidate 
receiving a majority of votes, Oregon in 1908 approved a ballot initiative 
which allowed “preference voting” resulting in some locales worldwide to use 
this process now commonly known as “instant runoff voting”.  Voters using 
the instant runoff voting process are allowed to rank candidates in order of 
preference or choice instead of voting for just one candidate.  If a candidate 
receives a majority of first-choice votes, that candidate would win the 
election. If no candidate receives a majority of votes, then the candidate 
receiving the fewest number of first-choice votes is eliminated and a “runoff” 
is conducted taking into account the second-choice votes on the ballot for 
the eliminated candidate. The process would continue until a candidate 
receives the majority of votes and is declared the winner of the election.  
 
 Preference Voting, Instant Runoff, or Rank Choice Voting all dictate a 
number of advantages and positives in the election process; saving money 
by eliminating two-round or top two runoffs from the past regular election 
process, it assures that the winner of an election will have the voting 
majority, opens up the election process to more candidates thus this could 
achieve a more democratic participation, and RCV can focus on issues 
oriented campaigns which is positive for the citizenry. Also in preference 
voting, where there are more candidates for a position, the negative 
campaigning elements are surely sometimes reduced because campaigns are 
more interested in the issues of citizen importance. This process strives in 
making sure to gain the advantage of the first-choice votes versus the 
negative motives and reflex actions against another specific candidate during 
a top two election process.  
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 Much of the Digital Democracy readings can be termed supportive for 
Rank Choice Voting’s philosophy in emphasizing new media or hypermedia 
having designs in serving citizens with the information they desire (Howard’s 
reference to Kling 1996 with “boutique politics” and in the many references 
to the public sphere and the democratic demand that information be 
accessible to the public. 
 
 The framing above sets in place this project’s emphasis of local 
government’s involvement in utilizing local cable television channels in 
disseminating public election information and the reporting of the 2008 
election results on November 4th.  In Pierce County, the Election Pamphlet 
cover slogan for all voters to see and distributed in the U.S. Mail Service and 
through the Pierce County Auditor’s Election Office displayed the phrase “The 
world will be watching” in order to significantly recognize the coordination 
and handling of Rank Choice Voting for the first time in the State of 
Washington. News reporting, press releases, cable television programs, 
website informational videos, blogs and editorial columns all directed some 
attention to Pierce County and its commitment to electioneering change. 
 
 In Joe Trippi’s, The Revolution Will Not Be Televised  his many 
references to what has taken place in using new media in campaign 
strategies point out that this method for communication is enlarging the 
scope of participation and at the same time embracing change for the 
democratic process like no other.  Although I believe that his comments on 
the one screen societal influence are a correct direction at some date to be 
determined, there are definite aspects happening currently which when 
examined fully also reflect a direct tie and emphasis to his updated 2008 
publication. First, is the use of local cable channels by local governments as 
a defined part of the term traditional media, and second, is the use of this 
locally produced content during an election process, especially using the 
Internet, in order to educate, inform and engage the electorate.  The 
combination of traditional local government cable channel dissemination and 
re-purposed streamed and new content via the Internet are a method which 
can be argued as an effective tool in revising local political attitudes, 
activities and community engagement.  
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 The institutions of Public, Education and Government Access (PEG) 
have been a model of electronic democracy for the entire world.  More than 
3,000 PEG channels operate nationwide producing well over 25,000 hours of 
new local programming weekly which is more than the three main 
broadcasters (ABC, NBC, and CBS) combined. Cable Television reaches into 
over 112 million households with over 36 million high speed Internet 
customers with annual revenue exceeding 100 billion dollars. 
 
  In Horning’s; Putting the Community Back Into Community Networks: 
A Content Analysis it is noted that only a few providers continue to carry 
PEG channels (“Near-Term Reform”, 2005). The Seattle Channel’s 
presentation was a clear reminder of a large metropolitan award-winning 
local government organization which is providing revitalized, locally 
produced content using all methods available for the encouragement of 
citizen and community interaction especially during an election process. 
(www.SeattleChannel.org)  
 
 The same holds true in local jurisdictions all across the U.S. including 
Miami-Dade County Florida (www.miamidade.gov/elections), Santa Monica 
California (www.smvote.org), Denver Metro-County, Colorado 
(www.denvergov.org/denverdecides) and here in Washington State in 
Vancouver-Clark City and County (www.cityofvancouver.us/cvtv) and Pierce 
County (www.crcctv.org). 
  
 Two Washington State sites which offered live election coverage were 
both Vancouver-Clark County and Pierce County: 
 
Vancouver/Clark County 
www.cityofvancouver.us/cvtv/cvtvarchive2/Election_Programming/2008   
Events/General_Election_Coverage/General_Election_Nig  
 
Pierce County 
http:progressive.playstream.com/piercecounty/progressive/081106PCN 
Elections.mp4 
 
 Local government cable channels have provided voter information and 
election coverage for numbers of years including video voters’ pamphlets, 
candidate and issues election forums, live election coverage, updated 
election results, and one-on-one candidate interviews.   
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 These election program education and outreach examples are well 
documented showing positive statistics for a well informed electorate and 
furthering the mission of many channels to serve the entire population by 
providing accurate and current information about policies, services and 
activities of local government. 
 
  In addition, election programs highlight and provide a forum for 
discussion of significant public issues of concern to any locale, provide 
information about candidates for offices and local ballot measures, and 
stimulate and encourage all people representing diverse ethnic and cultural 
communities to involve themselves in local government. 
 
 One of the most participatory election coverage sites during the 2008 
Election was Video the Vote (ViV) which was launched to prevent and 
discourage many of the election abuses such as vote stealing, voter 
suppression, and fraud which were found during the 2000 and 2004 
presidential elections.   
 
 The aim of Video the Vote was to capture any abuses on video through 
first hand accounts and make the video widely available online and on 
television.  More than 3,000 volunteers participated for this election 
coverage with partners PBS, CNN, New York Times, and YouTube making it 
feasible to access both the traditional media and new media pipelines in 
order for complete facilitation and distribution of the content.  The 
volunteers were directed to feed their edited video content using a variety of 
universal file formats on either a PC, or Mac so that the file sizes could be 
accessible to the widest possible population using dialup as well as 
broadband connections. ViV designed a portal for uploading and downloading 
emphasizing a maximum length of three minutes for management of the 
considerable amount of video being distributed.  Certain “basics in 
technology management” were instigated in order to assure production 
protocols, proper and legal election documentation, and the compression 
and uploading specifications necessary to complete the wide-ranging 
production.  Overall technical quality was deemed successful many video 
segments being ingested at 16:9 and HD ratios, and within a week after the 
2008 Election Video the Vote registered over a million hits on approximately 
1,100 video clips.  
 
 The 2008 election and the process of educating citizens and offering 
election evening results coverage by local government cable television 
provides an example that these channels when combined with Internet 
streaming of informational voter content can be engaging for a local 
community and voters in preparation of and during an election process. 
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 Some questions that arise from this 2008 Election and the Digital 
 Democracy class and discussion come to mind; 
 

- Has online and new media changed the political process with more 
accessibility, mobilization, fund raising, engagement, interactivity, 
and offered a more enlightening ability for making better decisions 
on issues and representation in our democracy?   

 
- The reductions in use of the traditional media for political news, 

campaign and election information are now evident and growing 
and will this decline continue or will there be methods to merge or 
combine mediums, networks and opportunities for public 
engagement in the future that will take our two-way, participatory 
democracy to new and rewarding heights?  

 
Only time will tell.    

 
 


